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English 11
	Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: Using Synonyms


Maybe you’ve heard someone say, “The only thing constant is change.”  This might puzzle you, but if you understand that things are always changing, the meaning is clearer.  In this lesson, you’ll learn some words to help you examine the changes in your life.

	WORD LIST
	
	
	

	abate
	haughtiness
	plausible
	solitude

	discern
	inevitable
	reconcile
	turbulence

	embark
	mentor
	
	


Exercise A: synonyms

Synonyms are words with similar meanings.  Each boldfaced vocabulary word below is paired with a synonym whose meaning you probably know.  Think of other words related to the meaning of the synonym and write your ideas on the line provided.  Then look up the word in a dictionary and write its meaning.

	
	Vocabulary word
	Synonym provided
	Your synonym
	Your synonym
	Your synonym

	1.
	haughtiness
	arrogance
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	2.
	abate
	lessen
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	3.
	turbulence
	disturbance
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	4.
	plausible
	believable
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	5.
	solitude
	aloneness
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	6.
	discern
	detect
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	7.
	mentor
	coach
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	8.
	reconcile
	bring together again
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	9.
	inevitable
	unavoidable
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:

	10.
	embark
	start
	
	
	

	Dictionary definition:


Exercise B: usage

In the blanks below, write the vocabulary word that best completes the sentence.

1.  The king’s ___________________________ will cause his subjects to turn against him one day.

2.  The sailors hoped that the winds would not ___________________ so they could sail home.

3.  The expert was unable to ______________________ the difference between the two diamonds.

4.  The emotional ________________________ the refugees suffered equaled their physical hardships.

5.  The ship’s whistle blasted loudly just as we were preparing to _______________________.

Exercise C: word meanings

1.  What is one benefit of solitude?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  If you could choose any person to be your mentor, who would it be and why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Do you think it’s inevitable that every home in the United States will have a computer?  Why or why not?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How can you reconcile two friends who’ve had a misunderstanding?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  What is one plausible explanation for the sighting of UFO’s?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

